






Abstract		In	 the	 20th	 century,	 several	 scholars	 across	 different	 disciplines	 have	 explored	 the	 relations	 be-tween	sociality	and	the	associated	perceptions	of	time	and	space.	This	paper	draws	on	their	theo-ries	to	study	how	the	Facebook	News	Feed	feature	inscribes	users	with	a	certain	kind	of	temporali-ty	 and	 spatiality.	 Building	 on	Manual	 Castells’	 characterization	of	 online	 activities	 as	 a	 “temporal	collage,”	it	argues	that,	through	the	interactions	with	News	Feeds,	users	encounter	the	desequenc-ing	of	the	temporality	of	their	social	space.	It	further	analyzes	a	News	Feed	page	as	a	temporal	ob-ject	as	defined	by	Bernard	Stiegler,	and	adopts	his	critique	of	cinematic	time	to	reveal	how	this	fea-ture	inscribes	an	“always	on”	behavior	for	users	even	when	they	are	offline.	It	concludes	by	discuss-ing	the	political	significance	of	this	temporality	and	spatiality	in	two	different	senses:	the	constant	acceleration	in	the	pace	of	life	and	online	surveillance.	It	draws	on	David	Harvey’s	concept	of	space-time	compression	to	discuss	the	relations	between	the	temporality	of	Facebook	and	capitalism,	and	on	Anthony	Gidden’s	time-space	distantiation	to	discuss	the	power	relations	of	online	surveillance.		
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space.	The	sociologist	Anthony	Giddens	describes	the	stretching	of	social	systems	across	space	and	time	(1981,	1984).	The	geographer/cultural	 theorist	David	Harvey	maps	the	compression	of	 time	and	space	to	specific	historical	moments	during	the	capitalist	expansion	(1989).	The	urban	sociolo-gist	Manuel	Castells	identifies	a	new	logic	of	perceiving	space-time	in	a	networked	social	structure	(2007,	2010,	2012).	The	philosopher	Bernard	Stiegler	explains	how	the	media	and	cultural	industry	constructs	 selective	 memories	 in	 the	 human	 consciousness	 (1998,	 2009,	 2011).	 The	 sociologist	Henri	Lefebvre	develops	the	notion	of	“social	space”	(1991).	Their	works	reveal	the	different	ways	that	temporal	and	spatial	frames	are	manipulated	to	reconfigure	power	relations.		This	paper	is	primarily	a	theoretical	analysis	of	the	temporality	and	spatiality	of	Facebook	users,	focusing	specifically	on	the	behavior	of	reading	News	Feed	stories	and	of	posting	personal	status.	Drawing	from	the	theories	by	Lefebvre,	Giddens,	Harvey,	Castells	and	Stiegler,	I	want	to	address	the	following	questions:	How	does	the	News	Feed	feature	condition	the	temporal	and	spatial	relations	of	Facebook	users,	 and	what	are	 the	 social	 and	political	 significance	of	 these	 relations?	 	The	 first	section	is	a	brief	synopsis	of	these	theories,	which	depart	from	the	intuitive	concepts	of	the	Euclide-an	space	and	the	mechanical	clock-time.	They	form	the	basis	of	my	analysis	for	the	rest	of	the	paper.	In	 the	 second	 section,	 I	 characterize	 a	News	Feed	page	 on	Facebook	 as	 a	 temporal	 object	with	 a	“rolling	present.”	I	also	label	individuals	who	consume	and	produce	stories	as	“network	individuals”	because	their	temporalities	are	intertwined	with	their	friends’	activities.	In	the	third	section,	I	pre-sent	 how	 Stiegler	 analyzes	 cinematic	 time	 based	 on	 his	 concepts	 of	 “retention”	 as	 ephemeral	memory	and	of	“protention”	as	future	anticipation.	Since	a	News	Feed	page	is	also	a	temporal	object,	I	draw	 from	Stiegler’s	 concepts	 to	explain	how	the	activities	of	 reading	News	Feed	stories	and	of	posting	status	can	inscribe	“protentions”	to	users.	In	the	final	section,	I	argue	that	this	inscription	of	protention	is	politically	significant	in	two	senses.	First,	because	this	commodity	constantly	acceler-ates	the	pace	of	life,	Harvey’s	sociopolitical	analysis	on	space-time	compression	is	applicable.	Thus,	just	as	space-time	compression	assists	 the	growth	of	capitals	of	 the	capitalist	economy,	so	do	 the	online	activities	 in	News	Feeds.	Second,	the	awareness	of	being	watched	regulate	both	online	and	offline	behavior	in	users.	By	referring	to	works	of	Siva	Vaidhyanathan	and	Michel	Foucault,	I	com-pare	this	surveillance	of	the	News	Feed	feature	with	panopticism	and	the	googlization	of	everything.			
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tion	a	user's	time-consciousness.	Whereas	a	cinematic	temporal	object	conditions	collective	behav-iors	 (Stiegler,	 2011,	 pp.	 35–78),	 a	 networked	 temporal	 collage	 conditions	 an	 individual's	 time-consciousness.	It	conditions	the	individual	such	that	it	feels	interconnected	with	friends'	activities.	The	 individual	 is	 no	 longer	 isolated,	 but	 goes	 through	 daily	 life	 consisting	 of	 shared	 experiences	among	 friends.5	Appropriating	 the	 terminology	 “networked	 individuals”	coined	by	Lee	Rainie	and	Barry	Wellman	 (2012),	 I	 label	 individuals	 as	 “networked	 individuals”	 in	 this	 paper	 if	 their	 time-consciousness	 is	 intertwined	 with	 friends'	 events	 in	 a	 networked	 temporal	 collage.	6	Whereas	Rainie	and	Wellman	focus	on	social	behavior	of	a	networked	individual,	my	analysis	 is	concerned	with	 time-consciousness.	When	 individuals	read	 their	News	Feed	pages,	 their	 time-consciousness	would	adopt	 friends'	stories	as	 if	 these	stories	belong	to	 themselves.	The	concept	of	a	networked	time-consciousness	can	help	explain	how	users	develop	the	temporality	of	reading	News	Feed	sto-ries	and	of	posting	status	on	Facebook.		
Temporality	of	Reading	News	Feed	Stories	and	of	Posting	Status	on	Facebook	
	Since	a	News	Feed	page	fits	the	characteristics	of	a	“temporal	object”	as	defined	by	Stiegler,	we	may	appropriate	his	philosophy	of	cinematic	time	to	the	temporality	of	reading	News	Feed	stories	and	of	posting	status	on	Facebook.	In	this	section,	I	begin	by	explaining	Stiegler's	explication	of	time	and	memory	as	well	 as	his	definition	of	a	 temporal	object.	 I	 then	apply	 these	concepts	 to	analyze	 the	temporality	of	reading	and	posting	on	Facebook.		




preceding	it,	the	present	note	can	sound	melodic,	can	be	“musical,”	whether	it	is	harmonic	or	unharmonic:	 it	continues	to	be	properly	a	note	and	not	merely	a	sound	or	a	noise.	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	14)		Where	Stiegler	departs	from	Husserl	 is	the	question	of	whether	primary	retention	is	grounded	totally	and	uniquely	on	perception,	or	whether	it	can	be	a	product	of	conscious	selections	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	17).	Stiegler	argues	that	it	is	a	product	of	conscious	selections	by	appealing	to	the	experi-ence	of	hearing	the	same	melody	twice.	Consciousness	processes	the	same	melody	differently	be-tween	the	first	and	the	second	hearing,	and	each	subsequent	hearings	of	the	same	melody	provide	a	new	phenomenon,	“richer	 if	 the	music	 is	good,	 less	rich	 if	bad”	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	17).	Husserl	ar-gues	that	a	sound	is	musical	because	the	“sonorous	now	retain	all	the	notes	preceding	it,”	but	in	fact	only	 a	 selection	 of	 preceding	 notes	 are	 retained	 in	 the	 primary	 memory.	 This	 selection	 can	 be	shaped	by	 the	 secondary	memory,	 such	 as	 the	 recollection	of	 a	previous	hearing	of	 the	 repeated	melody.	The	criteria	or	schemata	for	selectively	retaining	'just-past'	sensory	experiences	are	them-selves	the	products	of	selections	from	secondary	memory	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	19).		The	second	hearing	of	a	melody	consists	not	only	of	retention	but	also	of	protentions,	as	the	next	note	can	be	anticipated	thanks	the	recollection	of	a	previous	hearing	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	19).	Hence	the	secondary	memory	affects	not	only	the	perception	of	“sonorous	now”	through	selected	retention	of	previous	notes,	but	also	the	projection/protention/anticipation	of	what	comes	next	in	the	imme-diate	future.	A	first	time	listener	to	Beethoven	Symphony	No.	5	cannot	anticipate	E-flat	as	the	fourth	note	(G...G...G...E-flat),	but	the	familiarization	of	this	famous	symphony	cultivates	the	anticipation	of	this	tune.	Audiences	would	find	it	comical	if	an	orchestra	abruptly	plays	a	different	fourth	note	oth-er	than	E-flat.7	By	 analyzing	 the	 phenomena	 of	 an	 ephemeral	 past,	 Stiegler	 extends	 Husserl's	 philosophy	 to	identify	 the	 relationship	 between	 a	 temporal	 experience	 and	 the	 human	 memory.	 He	 classifies	memory	into	primary	retention,	secondary	memory,	and	protention.	Based	on	this	classification,	he	illustrates	how	a	temporal	object	can	shape	consciousness	(Stiegler,	2011,	p.	17).	Since	I	argue	that	a	News	Feed	page	exhibits	 a	networked	 temporal	 collage,	 it	 fits	 the	 characteristics	of	 a	 temporal	object	as	defined	by	Stiegler.	Therefore,	his	classification	of	primary	retention,	secondary	memory,	and	protention	is	applicable	to	the	analysis	of	the	News	Feed	feature.		
























hit	 rate	may	 translate	 into	 similar	 advertising	 revenue,	posting	activities	 also	 contribute	 to	Face-book's	 algorithm	 to	 generate	 personalized	 advertisements.	 Facebook	 can	 sell	 these	 data	 to	 other	commercial	 firms	or	 government	 agencies.	As	 a	 result,	 Facebook	has	 an	 even	higher	 incentive	 to	accelerate	users'	posting	activities,	reiterating	the	theme	of	constant	acceleration.	Second,	as	users	gain	an	 increasing	awareness	about	 the	capability	of	Big	Data	 technology,	 the	 fear	of	surveillance	resurfaces.	This	fear	co-exists	with	the	protention	to	post	to	Facebook.	This	co-existence	generates	an	irresolvable	tension	in	an	individual.14		This	 Big	 Data	 technology	 also	 exemplifies	 how	 the	 production	 of	 a	 social	 space	 reconfigures	power	relations.	Giddens’	concept	of	time-space	distanciation	can	be	a	useful	theoretical	framework	for	analyzing	 the	emancipatory	 role	of	 social	media.	Accordingly,	 social	media,	 such	as	Facebook,	overcome	 physical	 spatial	 barriers	 as	 they	 create	 social	 spaces	 of	 asynchronous	 communication	outside	the	realm	of	state	authorities.	In	Harvey's	terminology,	social	media	reduce	the	spatial	and	temporal	 friction	between	potential	participants	 in	a	 social	movement.	 In	 the	past,	with	 the	 legal	protection	in	data	privacy	and	the	technological	difficulty	in	processing	huge	volume	of	data,	state	authorities	or	private	corporations	were	unable	to	make	meanings	out	of	such	data.	In	other	words,	the	 spatial	 distance	 between	 the	News	 Feed	 features	 and	 authorities	 used	 to	 be	 substantial.	 But	with	the	Big	Data	technology,	this	spatial	distance	is	fading	away.	Metaphorically,	this	technology	is	constructing	a	virtual	bridge,	or	a	channel	of	access,	that	connects	the	News	Feed	database	with	au-thorities.	This	bridge	overcomes	 the	original	 spatial	barrier	and	reconfigures	 the	power	relations	associated	with	Facebook.		
Conclusion	




Marxist	 theory	of	commodity	 fetishism	and	Georg	Lukács’	 theory	of	reification.	But	 instead	of	 the	reductive	representation	of	 social	 relations	as	commodity	relations,	we	have	on	Facebook	 the	re-duction	of	social	relations	to	the	specific	affordances	for	communicating	on	the	technical	platform.	This	is	why	the	critiques	of	Facebook	in	this	paper	are	fundamentally	cohesive	with	the	critiques	of	a	capitalist	society.	At	the	same	time,	herein	lies	the	limitation	of	this	paper.	I	have	not	dealt	with	the	intersectionality	between	the	critique	of	capitalism	with	the	critiques	of	race	and	gender,	such	as	how	the	constant	acceleration	of	Facebook	activities	may	affect	the	segregations	of	races.15	An-other	limitation	is	that,	with	its	theoretical	focus,	further	empirical	research	is	required	to	substan-tiate	its	theories.	Thus	studies	on	intersectionality	and	empirical	verifications	point	to	potential	ar-eas	of	future	research,	which	can	help	substantiate,	refute,	and	enrich	the	arguments	in	this	paper.		
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